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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of the present research paper is to analyze the socio-

economic characteristics of out-of-school children and to highlight the factors 

involved in promoting out-of-school children's ratio. The research also aims to 

analyze the impact of out-of-school children on sustainable development in 

Pakistan. The research is quantitative in nature, in which descriptive research 

type was employed. For the allocation and distribution of the population, both 

probability and non-probability sampling methods were used, wherein from 

probability sampling the sample random technique was used to select 3 districts 

of Karachi and in non-probability sampling the purposive sampling technique 

was used to select the respondents from the selected districts. The data was 

collected from 105 out-of-school children between the ages of 10 to 18 years old 

from the district of East, Korangi, and Malir, 35 from each, by using the 

questionnaire, which had 75 questions. The research indicates that the children 

are mostly out of school due to weak financial status, child labor, gender 

inequality, poor environment and corporal punishments in schools. The research 

study recommends proper monitoring and reporting mechanisms to monitor and 

track out-of-school children's cases at local and community levels to tackle them 

promptly as well as the proper implementation of child labor laws and the policy 

of giving free primary quality education to every child. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Education is one of the fundamental rights of every individual,

regardless of gender, race, color, or ethnicity. (UNESCO, 2020) Education is not 

only the pillar of society but also the key to sustainable development. In spite 

of this, there are 258 million children and youth out of school in the world, and 

deprived of the fundamental right of education, among which 57 million 

children are at primary school level, where 17 million children belong to 

Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. (UNSCO, 2019) Out-of-school 

children have become one of the most threatening and alarming issues for 
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sustainable developmen t (Okoh et al, 2020). Pakistan, which is a developing 

country and is one of the populated country in South Asia, (Goujon et al, 2020) 

has more than 51.53 million school-going age children, of whom only 28.84 

have access to education and the rest of 22.8 are deprived of education. 

(UNESCO, 2018). It is very disturbing that Pakistan has the highest percentage 

of out-of-school children of primary school age among the South Asian 

countries, including Bangladesh, India, and Sri Lanka (UNICEF, 2014). 

Children are measured as one of the most important and crucial 

human resources for a country’s development and prosperity. Children have a 

significant and integral role in the country’s future social and economic 

development, but this is only possible when the quality of education becomes 

accessible and approachable for every child in the territory. Until every child is 

not properly educated, they will not be considered as quality human resource 

for sustainable development. Therefore, it is the state's responsibility to ensure 

every child in school in order to make productive human resource for 

development. (UNICEF, 2015) 

Being one of the significant and disturbing issue several interventions 

were adopted throughout the world including Pakistan to limit and control the 

ratio of out of school children in order to safeguard the future of children as 

well as to ensure the sustainable future development of the nations. Since 2000 

after the development of millennium development goals the quality of 

education and out of school children got special attention due to which world 

has achieved progress in this matter and till 2015, a good response were 

secured on the globe including the girls education too (UNICEF, 2021) but yet 

there are still huge amount of children out of school due to different factors 

including poverty, financial crisis, gender, cultural practices, geographical 

location of the children, armed conflicts and different human and manmade 

disasters. (United Nations, 2014) 

The children who are out of school will not be the part sustainable 

developing process, they get involved in different antisocial and illegal 

activities for the fulfillment of their needs which cause disorganization in the 

society. These antisocial or illegal activities include street crime, snatching, 

robbery, violence, drugs etc (Singh et al, 2018). In Pakistan, the street crimes 

and other different antisocial activities ratio is high and seems to increase by 

the passage of time, and in mostly cases those individual are involved who are 

far away from school and are not socialized. Schools and formal education 

have a central role in the nourishment and socialization of the child and out of 

school children are deprived from this environment where their overall 

development is based. So in the result the overall country suffers (Abdullah et 

al, 2014).  
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As like other countries in the world, Pakistan is also a signatory country 

of UN’s sustainable development goals (SDGs) to be achieved till 2030. On the 

light of SGDs and education as the fundamental right of every child, Pakistan 

has initiated different efforts to achieve the goal no 4 which is related to quality 

of education and lifelong learning but unfortunately Pakistan has not achieved 

satisfactory success in this regards as the rest developing countries in the world 

has done (UNESCO, 2021). There are different solid policies made to bring 

every child in school but the implementation of these policies found to be 

lacking due to different factors including corruption, lack of human and 

financial resources, poverty, geographical barriers etc.  (Khushik et al, 2020). 

 

1.1 Objectives of the Research  

• To analyze the socio-economic characteristics of out of school 

children. 

• To determine how child labor and other financial crises involved in 

promoting out-of-school children ratio. 

• To determine the impact of out of school children on sustainable 

development. 

 

1.2 Hypothesis 

1. There is a significant relationship between child labor and out of 

school children ratio. 

2. There is a significant relationship between financial crisis of the family 

and school dropout. 

 

1.3 Significance of the Study   

This research has various importance as it provides multiple 

information about the out-of-school children and the factors which are 

contributing to increase the out-of-school ratio as well as it helps to 

understand the socioeconomic status out of school children. The children who 

are not included in the formal education system force are less likely to become 

the productive human resource for sustainable development so this research 

highlights the gateways to bring the out-of-school children in the force of 

formal education system to maximize productive human resources for 

sustainable development. 

 

1.4 Problem Statement 

Out-of-school children is one of a huge issue all over the globe, 

especially in developing and under developing countries like Pakistan. 

According to UNECSO, there are approximately 22.8 million children out of 



Out of School Children: A Threatening Factor for Sustainable Development in Pakistan 

26 

school in Pakistan, which has a devastating impact on sustainable and 

prosperous development. There are a number of factors promoting the out-

of-school children issue, including child labor, financial crisis, and lack of access 

to education. The key to sustainable development is education, and through 

education we can be able to make every individual a developing agent of 

society, and this is only possible when every child is in school. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

There is a number of researches conducted which highlighted the out-

of-school issue, and its long term consequences to the world and the nations 

for the sustainable development as well as these research pointed out different 

factors involved in promoting the out of school children ratio. A few of the 

researches are as below. 

Shafiq conducted research in 2010 and determined that there is a 

strong relationship between household income and financial barriers to the 

out of school children. The families who suffer from financial problems and do 

not have enough financial resources face difficulty educating their children, as 

the quality education in developing countries is very expensive and there are 

many expenditures linked with education to be born including books, 

uniforms, school fees and transportation. For poor and less privileged families 

it’s too hard to bear these all educational expenditures so as result such 

families do not send their children to schools or their children may be dropped 

from schools. (Shafiq, 2010).It is also determined in their research study that 

there is a strong relationship between families’ socioeconomic condition and 

children dropping out from school. (Ekpo et al, 2020, et al, 2015). 

There are multiple types of research that determined association 

between poverty and out-of-school children ratio, poverty is one of the strong 

factor which promotes the dropout and support to bring the children out from 

school. The families suffering from poverty cannot afford to send their children 

to schools so they prefer to engage their children in financial support work to 

bear their other crucial needs (Kamran et al 2017; Bibi et al, 2018).      

However, the girls are more likely to be out of school as compared to 

boys due to different factors including cultural practices, norms and 

inappropriate division of labor in society. The girls have culturally assigned 

duties at home including domestic chores. Mostly in rural areas, the families 

prefer their girl’s children to get engaged in helping out domestic needs rather 

than sending them to school. The boys are given more importance as 

compared to girls, the girls are considered as a temporary person where after 

marriage they will leave that’s why the families do not prefer to invest on girl’s 
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education. As the result, the girls deprived from the fundamental right of 

education. (Shahidul et al, 2015; Fatima et al, 2021. 

Early marriage or forced marriage has a critical role in promoting the 

drop-out ratio of children from schools, especially the girls are more affected 

as compared to boys. There are several factors involved in promoting early 

marriage which has a very negative impact on society; the children are forced 

to marry where they suffer from different issues including physical and mental 

health as well as lose their education too. After marriage, the responsibilities 

of family and early pregnancies are some examples of dropout factors 

(Mcckleary-skills et al, 2015; Sekine et al, 2017).  

Different researches showed evidence that the structure of the family 

is one of the important factor which compels the children to drop out from 

school. According to these researches, families with single parents or step-

parents due to any reason including divorce, death, etc make the children out 

from school. In female-headed families, the children are at high risk to drop 

out from school and take the responsibility of financial needs of the family and 

same like in the case of step parent, the children’s fundamental rights and need 

are not considered as important as the own parents do. (Pong et al, 2000; Song 

et al, 2012)    

Shah et al (2019) analyzed in their research that the geographical 

location of the children is also a challenging factor in promoting the out-of-

school ratio. In developing countries like Pakistan, the majority of the 

population live in rural areas, where the population is not organized. Most of 

the villages are far from one another and settled with only a small number of 

people, making it challenging for developing countries with limited resources 

to make schools available with a quality education for every village. As a result, 

it would not be possible for the children to travel from one village to another 

to acquire an education and they would remain out of school. 

Several studies have found that child labour is one of the primary 

factors promoting out-of-school children; more than half of out-of-school 

children work to support their families or to cover their expenses (Haider et al, 

2016). In developing countries, child labor laws are neglected or not properly 

implemented due to which the children can easily get working opportunities. 

(Zafar et al, 2016) The children are given very tough works where they not only 

lose their education but also suffer from health issues, as well as the children 

are being abused at work place (Ashfaq et al, 2017).  Another factor 

contributing to the high rate of child labour is that children can be easily hired 

for very low wages, whereas adults cannot (Basu, 2000). 

Research shows seasonal migration has a significant role in dropping 

children from school. After migration, the children face hurdles in approaching 
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or accessing education in a new area in the shape of language barriers, 

discrimination, and adjustment to the new environment (Mari et al, 2019).      

The use of tobacco and alcohol by children is a threatening factor not 

only for children but for society as a whole. Easy drug availability in educational 

institutions, especially in schools, leads to drug addiction in children. Being 

addicted to drugs, it causes children to drop out of schools because they fail 

to maintain their educational environment and routine after being involved in 

any drug-addicted behavior (Townsend et al, 2007).  

Apart from the socio-economic factors, the education system and 

educational institutions, including schools, are sometimes the factors of 

increasing the out-of-school ratio and making children drop out. Educational 

institutions are bound to maintain the educational environment, failing to 

maintain the educational environment in school leads to poor academic 

achievement of children, the poor academic achievement causes drop out 

from schools (Simić et al, 2017). 

If the education system fails to maintain the educational institutions’ 

quality of education and their environment as well as the material resources of 

the institutions, it leads to drop outs and no more admissions of new children. 

Therefore, maintaining the quality of education and environment of the school 

is very important and significant to be done in order to control the drop out 

and out of school children ratio (Dagnew, 2017). 

 

3. METHODOLOGY 

This research study is quantitative in nature, while the type of this 

research is descriptive research. The researchers used probability and non-

probability sampling both for the selection and distribution of the population. 

In probability sampling, the sample random technique was used to select 3 

districts in Karachi, and in non-probability sampling, the purposive sampling 

technique was used to select the respondents from the population. The data 

was collected from 105 out-of-school children between the ages of 10 to 18 

years old from the district East, district Korangi, and district Malir, with 35 

respondents from each using the interview schedule to fill out the 

questionnaire, which had 75 questions. 
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3.1 Analysis and Interpretation 

 

Table No. 1: Frequency Distribution of Demographic Characteristics of the 

Respondents  

Age  Frequency Percentage % 

10 to 12 years   15 14% 

13 to 15 years  29 28% 

14 to 18 Years  61 58% 

Total  105 100% 

Total family members Frequency Percentage % 

1 to 4 19 18% 

5 to 8 51 49% 

9 to 12 23 22% 

13 to 16 12 11% 

Total  105 100% 

Monthly income Frequency Percentage % 

No income 24 23% 

1000 to 8000 46 44% 

8001 to 1500 25 24% 

15001 to 22000 6 6% 

More then 22001 4 3% 

Total  105 100% 

Education Frequency Percentage % 

Illiterate 25 24% 

Religious education 17 16% 

Primary 37 35% 

Middle 19 18% 

Secondary 7 7% 

Total  105 100% 

 

The above is about the demographics of the respondents, which 

shows that the highest 58% of respondents were between the ages of 14 to 18 

years, while the 28% respondents were between the ages of 13 to 15 years, 

meanwhile 14% of respondents were between the ages of 10 to 12 years. 

However, the table indicates that 44% of the respondents’ financial income is 

only between 1000 to 8000, which is very low to bear the basic needs of daily 

life, while 24% of the respondents’ income is between 8001 to 15000, while on 

the other hand, 23% of the respondents do not have any financial income, 

meanwhile only 3% of the respondents have more than 22001 income. The 
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above table also indicates the education level of the respondents, which shows 

that the highest 35% of children have studied just till primary level and 

dropped from the school, while the second highest 24%, are illiterate and have 

never been to school. Meanwhile, 16% have got religious education, and only 

7% have reached till secondary level and dropped from the school. According 

to the above table, the highest 49% of respondents had 5 to 8 family members, 

while the second highest 22% had 9 to 12 family members, meanwhile 18% 

had 1 to 4 members, and the lowest, 11%, had 13 to 16 family members. 

 

Table No. 2: Frequency Distribution according to the Current Reason of not going 

to School 

Reasons of not going to school Frequency Percentage % 

Due to poor interest 23 22% 

Due to unaffordability  36 34% 

Due to work 29 28% 

Due to lack of schools 8 8% 

Due to admission requirements  4 3% 

Due to home responsibilities  5 5% 

 Total 105 100% 

 

The above table shows that the highest 34% of respondents cannot 

afford the educational expenses to go to school, while 28% of respondents do 

not go to school due to work, they are involved in different works to bear the 

daily life expenses. While on the other hand, 22% of respondents have no 

interest in getting education meanwhile, 8% have no approach to school due 

to not availability of school in their area, whereas 5% do not go to school due 

to different home responsibilities, and the lowest 3% of respondents said they 

cannot get admission due to several reasons including school fees, documents 

and criteria. By the above table indications, it is analyzed that poverty, child 

labor and lack of awareness about the importance of education are the main 

reasons by which the mostly children do not go to school. They do have 

interest because they live in an environment where people are not aware of 

the importance of education, and as result they do not give preference to 

education.  

Table No.3: Frequency distribution according to ever attended school 

Ever attended school Frequency Percentage % 

Yes 81 77% 

No 24 23% 

Total  105 100% 



BUJHSS Vol. 5 No. 2 

31 

The above table shows that the highest 77% of respondents attended 

school and then left or dropped out from school due to different factors, while 

23% of respondents haven’t ever attended school yet. Dropouts from school 

occur for a variety of reasons, including poverty, child labor, a lack of resources 

in the education system, and corporal punishment in educational institutions; 

as a result, most children attend primary school and then drop out. 

 

Table No.3.1. Frequency distribution according to reason of leaving the school  

Reason of leaving the school Frequency Percentage % 

Due to work / financial issue 49 60% 

Due to corporal punishment 8 10% 

School adjustment problem 7 9% 

Due to teacher behavior 4 5% 

Due to absent teachers 4 5% 

No interest  9 11% 

Total  81 100% 

 

The above table indicates the different factors involved in dropouts of 

children from schools; where the highest, 60% of respondents dropped out 

from school because they had started working to bear the necessary needs or 

they were suffering from financial problems, while the second highest 11% of 

respondents dropped out from school because they had lost interest in getting 

education. On the other hand, 10% of the respondents dropped out from 

school due to corporal punishment in their schools, meanwhile, 9% of the 

respondents left school due to school adjustment problems, and the remaining 

5% left school due to absent teachers and the same 5% of the respondents left 

school due to teachers' behavior. Child labor is on top which causes dropouts 

from schools. Children are supposed to go to work to fulfill their daily life 

expenses. 

 

Table No. 4: Frequency distribution according to girl’s education permission 

Permission  Frequency Percentage % 

Yes  72 69% 

No  33 31% 

Total  105 100% 

 

According to the above table, the highest 69% of respondents said 

they allow the girls to get education while the remaining 31% of respondents 

said they do not allow their girls to get education. Due to media and 
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awareness, people now do not restrict girls' education, but in comparison with 

boys, they give less favor to the girls. There are still several factors that are 

influencing girls’ education in our society.  

Table No. 5: Frequency distribution according to Family Financial Crisis 

Family face financial crisis Frequency Percentage % 

Yes 64 61% 

No 41 39% 

Total 105 100% 

The above table illustrates the respondents’ family financial crisis, 

which shows that the highest 61% of respondents’ families were suffering from 

the financial crisis, while the remaining 39% of respondents' families were not 

suffering from the financial crisis. The financially weak and unprivileged 

families cannot afford to educate their children. That’s why the majority of out-

of-school families are suffering from financial problems. 

Table No.6: Frequency distribution according to family financial stability and 

children getting admission in school 

In case of financial stability get admission Frequency Percentage % 

Yes 69 66% 

No 36 34% 

Total 105 100% 

According to the above table, the data shows that the highest 66% of 

respondents are willing to get admission and start education when they get 

stable financially while the rest of the lowest 34% are not ready or willing to 

get admission after financial stability. Financial stability among the families will 

decrease the out-of-school children because the children would not be 

expected to go to work and their families will be able to bear their educational 

and other expenses. 

Table No.7: Frequency distribution according to Governmental schools 

availability in Vicinity 

Government school available Frequency Percentage % 

Yes 63 60% 

No 42 40% 

Total 105 100% 
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The above table shows that the highest 60% of respondents said there 

are schools available in their vicinity, while the other 40% of respondents said 

there is no school available in their vicinity. Government schools are available 

in a very limited figure in which every area is not covered due to the fact that 

traveling from one place to another for education is also a factor in increasing 

the dropout and out of school ratio.  

 

Table No.8: Frequency distribution according to currently doing work  

Currently Working  Frequency Percentage % 

Yes    70 67% 

No  35 33% 

Total 105 100% 

 

The above table shows that the highest 60% of respondents said there 

are schools available in their vicinity, while the other 40% of respondents said 

there is no school available in their vicinity. Government schools are available 

in a very limited figure in which every area is not covered due to the fact that 

traveling from one place to another for education is also a factor in increasing 

the dropout and out of school ratio.  

 

Table No.9: Frequency distribution according to involvement in illegal activity and 

drug abuse 

Involved in illegal activity    Frequency Percentage % 

Yes   41 39% 

No  64 61% 

Total 105 100% 

Smoking/ Use drugs    Frequency Percentage % 

Yes   67 64% 

No  38 36% 

Total 105 100% 

The above table shows that the highest 61% of respondents were not 

involved in illegal activities and the lowest 39% were involved in illegal 

activities. While on another side the table indicates that 64% of respondents 

said they are using one of the drugs meanwhile the rest 36% respondents said 

they are not involved in any kind of drug usage. At school-going age the 

children who do not go to school increase the chance of getting involved in 

illegal activities and drug usage where they become a strong factor to minimize 

sustainable development. 
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Table No.10: Frequency distribution according to playing sports  

Play sports      Frequency Percentage % 

Yes  31 30% 

No  74 70% 

Total 105 100% 

 

According to the above table, the highest 70% of respondents do not 

play sports, while the rest of the lowest 30% of respondents play sports. These 

children are not only deprived of education but also deprived of recreational 

activities, as these activities have a key role in child growth and development. 

 

8.1 Test of Hypothesis  

H1A: There is a significant relationship between financial crisis of the family 

and school dropout statistical Test 

𝑥2 = ∑
(𝒇𝒐 − 𝒇𝒆) 𝟐

𝒇𝒆
 

 

Decision rule: Reject H1A and H2A if 𝑥2 ≥ 3.841 

Table No.11: The contingency table  

Family face financial crisis 

Ever Attended School  

Total  

Yes No  

Yes  51(49) 13(15) 64 

No  30(32) 11(9) 41 

Total  81 24 105 

 

 
(51 − 49) 2

49
  +   

(13 − 15) 2

13
  +  

(30 − 32) 2

32
  +   

(11 − 9) 2

9
 

(2) 2

49
  +   

(−2) 2

13
  +  

(−2) 2

32
  +  

(2) 2

9
 

4

49
  +   

4

13
  +   

4

32
    +   

4

9
   

0.08 + 0.30 + 0.12 + 0.44 

= 0.94 

𝒙𝟐 = 𝟎. 𝟗𝟒 
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We find that the computed value is less than 3.841, therefore H1A is 

accepted and it is concluded that there is a significant relationship between 

family financial crises and out-of-school children. This finding supported the 

findings of Ekpo et al., 2020; A et al., 2015; and Shafiq, 2010 that family financial 

crisis and status have a significant impact on child dropout rates in schools. 

 

Table No. 12: The contingency table  

 H2A: There is a significant relationship between child labor and out of school children 

ratio.  

Working  
Ever attended school 

Total  
Yes No  

Yes  53(49) 17(21) 70 

No  20(24) 15(11) 35 

Total  73 32 105 

 

(53 − 49) 2

49
  +  

(17 − 21) 2

21
  +  

(20 − 24) 2

24
  +   

(15 − 11) 2

11
 

(4) 2

49
  +   

(−4) 2

21
  +  

(−4) 2

24
  +  

(4) 2

11
 

16

49
  +   

16

21
  +   

16

24
    +   

16

11
   

0.32 + 0.76 + 0.66 + 1.45 

= 3.19 

𝒙𝟐 = 𝟑. 𝟏𝟗 

We find that the computed value is less than 3.841, therefore H2A is 

accepted and concluded that there is a significant relationship between child 

labor and out-of-school children. This result conforms to the research of 

Haider et al, 2016 that child labor is one of the main factor which causes huge 

dropouts from schools. 

 

4. DISCUSSION 

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the socio-economic 

characteristics of out of school children and assess its impact on sustainable 

development with reference to Pakistan. In this descriptive, quantitative 

research, both probability and non-probability sampling methods were 

utilized. Through probability sampling technique, three district of Karachi East, 

district Korangi, and district Malir were selected. Through using purposive 
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sampling technique, the data was collected from a sample of 105 out-of-

school children. The research was carried out to evaluate the factors involved 

in increasing the number of out-of-school children in Pakistan and draw 

ground-based recommendations to minimize the figure of out-of-school. The 

researches had collected with 35 respondents from each from the district using 

the interview schedule to fill out the pre-tested questionnaire, which had 75 

open & close-ended survey questions were included for in-depth socio-

economics evaluation. As per the convenience of the respondents, the 

questionnaire was managed in Urdu and Sindhi language. Informed consent 

were taken and the descriptive statistics, mean and frequencies were also used 

to describe the variables. The proportions for out of school children, alongside 

the underlying reasons were analyzed. Chi-square test was also used. Two 

hypothesis were developed to examine the relationship between child labour, 

financial crisis of the family and out of school children ratio. Children under the 

age of 14 to 18 Years consist of 58% of the total population. Gender 

distribution was found to be very nearly equal. Majority of the respondent were 

age group constituted 52.9% were found to be poor according to water and 

sanitation, assets, maternal education, and income (WAMI) index.  

The research indicates that the children are mostly out of school due 

to weak financial status, child labor, gender inequality, poor environment and 

corporal punishments in schools. These findings are similar to the studies of 

conducted in Brazil and Kenya. In their studies, Cardoso & Verner, (2007) and 

Lloyd, Mensch, & Clark, (2000) were found the same reasons. The study results 

indicated that there are multiple factors involved in the promotion of out-of-

school children. For instance, according to table 2, the family's financial crisis 

is one of the main obstacles in front of the children's getting into school, 34% 

of the children confessed that their family cannot afford their educational 

expenses due to which they do not send us to school for getting education. 

The less economically privileged families prefer to engage their children in 

income-generating activities at a very early age to bear their daily life 

necessities (Haider et al, 2016) rather than bearing their educational expensive 

expenses and losing one member of their economic generating source. Due to 

the poor implementation of child labor laws in Pakistan, this is easily possible 

for families to engage their children in work Zafar et al, 2016).  

Child labor is not only a threatening factor for sustainable 

development but also one of the major elements preventing children from 

getting into school. In particular, in developing countries, child labor is not only 

increasing the out-of-school ratio but also sourcing children to get involved in 

drugs and illegal activities, which is an alarming indicator for society's 

prosperity. As the result shows in table 8 that more than 64% of respondents 
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are involved in child labor and dropped out from school, the county not only 

lost these valuable human resources for development but also increased the 

force of influencers for development. 

Beyond these factors, there are multiple factors linked to the 

educational system. In Pakistan, the educational system itself is the element 

that is sourcing the promotion of out-of-school children. As the results of table 

2 and 3.1 indicate the number of children blamed to be out of school due to 

lack of availability of schools in their vicinity, corporal punishment in school, 

teacher behavior and absence, school environment and complicated 

admission requirements. It is the primary responsibility of every state to ensure 

access to education, and especially the primary level of education to every child 

in the country, but unfortunately, Pakistan has not achieved this target yet. 

Teachers have a key and central role in educational institutions mainly 

in schools. They are the main characters who have a significant role in building 

and shaping the students’ personalities and making them productive human 

resources for sustainable development in the country. But if the teachers show 

weakness in the fulfillment of their responsibilities or if they would not have 

the capability to exercise their central role, then they become the factor for the 

disturbance of the education process and cause the students to run away from 

school, as the result of table 3.1, indicating that 10% of respondents left school 

due to teachers' behavior and absence from schools. The teacher’s behavior 

and presence in the school matters a lot, and this is an important source of 

motivation for the students as well as they develop trust in education on 

which success is based (Şahin et al, 2016). 

Unsatisfactory performance of teachers and schools causes poor 

interest in education among the children and their parents, which leads to an 

increased dropout ratio and a decreased enrollment ratio. As the results of 

table 3.1 show, 11% of respondents left their education due to lack of interest 

in education. However, the poor interest is not only linked with the education 

system's performance but also linked with the level of awareness too. The 

deprived and less privileged people living in disadvantaged areas have very 

limited awareness and they consider education as a waste of time and money. 

They give preference and importance to business and semi-skilled and 

unskilled laboring. (Millenky, 2016) 

Aside from that, there are several socio-cultural aspects to this issue 

involving females who face discrimination in various sectors, including 

education. Pakistan is a male-dominated society where females are not given 

the space to be a part of the developmental process as in developed countries 

where females have. According to table 4, 31% of respondents confessed that 

their families do not allow their female children to get education due to 
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cultural, social and religious factors. Apart from this, there is a concept that 

girls are the temporary members of the family and spending on girls’ education 

is a waste of money and time. That’s why they focus on the training of girls to 

take care of the home or domestic responsibilities (Jamal, 2016; Qureshi, 2012). 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

This study concludes that out-of-school children have become one of 

the most threatening and alarming issues all over the world, especially in 

developing countries like Pakistan. Out-of-school children are not only 

obstacles to sustainable development but also a source of other different social 

evils. This study noticed and analyzed that there are several factors involved in 

the promotion of out-of-school children in Pakistan, including poverty, child 

labor and gender inequality. Apart from this, there are several factors 

associated with the education system, which include lack of availability of 

schools, teachers’ behavior and absence, school adjustment, corporal 

punishment, and inappropriate admission requirements. The researchers 

observed that there are number of children who are out of school just because 

they do not have interest to get education. Poor interest in education is 

associated with different elements, which on top are the environment of the 

children where they live and the level of awareness about the importance of 

education. Here it can be concluded that out-of-school children are not only 

deprived from the brightness of education but also involved in different 

antisocial activities. The children who are out of school are involved in smoking 

and using different drugs. The involvement in drugs leads to the involvement 

of other different social evils, including crime, etc., and in situations like this, 

the future and the valuable human resources for development become the 

factors for influencing sustainable development. Therefore, the problem of 

out-of-school children should be taken under consideration on a priority basis 

with modified policies in order to put the country on the track of sustainable 

development. 

 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS  

In light of the results of the study, the following recommendations are 

drawn. 

• It is analyzed that child labor is one of the central factor of increasing 

the number of out-of-school children, so the research strongly 

recommends that the implementation of child labor laws should be 

ensured with zero tolerance. 
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• In light of the results, it is recommended that the

government should implement and ensure the policy of giving free

primary quality education to every child.

• According to the research, the school environment and corporal

punishment increase dropouts; therefore, the school's environmental

standard should be maintained in order to control and minimize the

drop-out ratio.

• Teachers are the pillars and backbone of the schools, and they have a

key role in influencing the dropout ratio. Therefore, the teachers

should be properly trained, covering every aspect.

• A proper monitoring and reporting mechanism should be designed to

monitor and track out-of-school children cases at the local and

community level so that they can be addressed as soon as possible.
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